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Sitizen Science and ICT are tools… 

… and so you need a good task for which to use 
them, if you want to know about how they can 
be used and how effective they are. 



University of Maryland 2013 
Maryland, USA 



Stopping and documenting illegal logging 

Advocating for PL Protection and JFM 

Prey Lang – it’s our forest too 



Increasing amount and quality of 
information collected 

• Information compiled in one place 

• Supporting advocacy for PL protection 

– Systematic (quantifiable) information 

– Hard proof (Picture, GPS coordinates, date) 

 

• ICT can offer all these things! 



ICT = a smartphon application 
 
 
 

Sapelli platform 
(University college London) 



Started deveopment in August 2014 
 
Started data collection in February 2015 
 
 
34 phones in the field – in all 4 provinces 
 
 
Online database. 
 
Quality check. 
 
 
We are currently in the process of 
publishing the 3rd report  



Input to app development 

Community Monitors: 

• Monitoring priorities. 

• Examples from 
experiences in the 
forest. 

• Feedback on 
functionality. 

 

 

Data base managers: 
(Technology Developers) 

• App and decision tree 
setup. 

• Data base design 

 

• Solutions for problems 
encountered. 



Paradigms merging 

• Data managers focused on quantifyability and 
documentation. 
(Simplification, limited functions, systematic 
observation of few variables) 

• Community Monitors want to tell the whole 
story 
(Qualitative descriptions, more functionality, every 
observation is important) 

The app has moved from simple to 
complex with consecutive versions. 

 
This doesn’t seem to have affected 
the quality of information collected 

  



Data collected 

Version 2                                                 Version 3 



The individual monitors 



Media coverage 
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Camnews.org Rasmein news wat-phnom news

RFI.com Monoroom.com PNN-TV

Mongabay.com Koh Santheap Daily Cambodia Daily

Thmeythmey vodhotnews.com Khmer times

Radio Free Asia Phnom Penh post

April:     1st Report      4/4 
 
July:       Monk Rally    9/13 
 
August: 2nd Report    9/17  

Monitoring 
Starts 
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