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The policy-maker's view 
of Europe
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The environmental scientist's view 
of Europe
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Why should politicians 
listen to environmental 

scientists?
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Many political decisions in the EU 
depend on environmental research
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Environmental research boosts the 
understanding of how our planet's 

life support systems work
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Environmental research provides 
the evidence to underpin policies
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Environmental research provides 
helpful tools
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Environmental research helps 
politicians to avoid mistakes

Aral Sea, 2000 Aral Sea, 2012
Picture credits: NASA, Elena Senao
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How can environmental 
researchers ensure that 

policies are more 
evidence-based?
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1) Speak up

2) Stand up

3) Gang up
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1) Speak up
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Shout about what you do!
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Speak a language 
everybody understands!

This amount of rain forest 
is destroyed every 3 seconds on the planet
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"I am taking a 
shot in the dark 

here"

"I am almost certain, 
but there are still a 

few remaining doubts 
to clear up"

Source: Peter M. Sandman, David Spiegelhalter

Communicate uncertainty 
in a straight-forward manner!
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Show empathy 
for public 
concerns!
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Offer options for action 
rather than claiming to have 

the ultimate solution

Option A Option B Option C 
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2) Stand up
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Scientists should demand that 
politicians are open to listen 

to the scientific evidence: 
"Science makes you look good"
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Scientists need to raise their voice 
when science is being misused
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Scientists must 
insist that politicians 
don't cherry-pick the 

science that suits their 
view of the world
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Let's talk more about 
scientific consensus –
it's a powerful tool!
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3) Gang up
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Scientific 
Committees and 
Advisory Boards

Joint Research 
Centre (JRC)

EU Agencies (e.g. 
EFSA, EEA, ECDC)

European research 
organisations 

(e.g. CERN, EMBL…)

European science 
associations 
(e.g. PEER)

Research-performing 
organisations and 

universities

EVIDENCE

Academies and 
Learned Societies

Citizen science

Chief Scientific 
Adviser

Together we can send a strong message

Industrial R&D
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It takes a lot of 
efforts to generate 
scientific evidence.

We should make 
the best use of it.
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E-mail: ec-csa@ec.europa.eu
Twitter: EU_ScienceChief

Thank you for your attention!


