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Lessons from environmental art 



The Energy Detective     



PROBLEM DEFINITION: 
How everyday sustainable technologies 

fail the ‘democracy test’  



“Smart metering of gas and electricity in the domestic sector” 

Public consultation, Department of  Energy & Climate  Change (2009)



The ‘little dotted agent’ and the behavioural configuration

Fabian Muniesa (forthcoming) 



PROPOSITION 1:  
Material intervention does not just operate on 

behaviour, but on awareness  



Conclusion: The renderings of  the environment 

1. as numeric value 

this enables a particular codification of  engagement as  
‘involvement made easy’ 

2. as annotation 

here the environment is configured as an relatively optional 
consideration 

3. as happening 

here environmental awareness devices serve as an explication of  the 
setting 

Nuage Vert à St-Ouen  
HeHe, 27 March 2009



HeHe Archive, Nuage Vert in Libération, June 2009



SYCTOM, St.-Ouen (Paris)



May 28, 2009 – the exact date of the scheduled event 
Letter from the Prefecture 

“I have contacted the central Laboratory service of the Prefecture of Police, who does not 
oppose, on a technical grounds, this project, on condition that the equipment is installed in 
such as way as to ensure the chimneys are out of the line of fire, in order to avoid any 
specular reflection in the direction of the public.” 

However, I call your attention to the worry, or even panic, that this laser beam could 
provoke amongst the local population or road users, in the absence of any clear information 
about the purpose of the project. 

[..] “Which is why, considering these elements, and the non-negligible risks of disturbance likely 
to be created by your initiative, and after in depth study, I can at this point only issue an 
unfavourable verdict about a new initiative of this type in the sky of Saint-Ouen.”

HeHe Archive, Letter from the Prefecture, May 2009



Sequano Amenagement, Autrement la Ville 
http://www.sequano.com/spip.php?article178



‘We want to live near an incinerator’, Nuage Vert Web site, 19 February 2013



Nuage Vert à Saint-Ouen, 27 March 2009  
http://hehe.org2.free.fr

Image par Mathieu Marguerin, Mal au Pixel, vu du periphérique:photo de Yuki Kawamura, réalisateur:

http://hehe.org2.free.fr


PROPOSITION 2:  
everyday life is not just a site of  

material implication in environmental problems, 
but of material participation in public affairs 



Spiral Drawing Sunrise, Polak & Van Bekkum, Amsterdam, April 2009











Spiral Jetty, Robert Smithson (1970)



To take on the persona of the geologic agent in order to become 
part of that process rather than overcoming it  – rather than 
overcoming the natural process of challenging the situation.  You 
just go along with it, and there can be a kind of building that 
takes place this way (Smithson, 1972) 




