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QS Ranking Celebrations in India 
• All ‘Old’ Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) 

in Top100 – Asia 
• Two additional IITs in Top 50 
• Number of Indian universities 754 
• Number of Institutes for engineering 10328 

Promotional picture for the movie 3Idiots, 2009 (Vinod Chopra produced) 



World Class Universities and the rest? 

Policy Challenge/Conundrum: 
‘working out the articulation with the rest of 
the tertiary education system’ 

The Soochow University Library, Dushu Higher Education Town, Soochow, China, photographed by Jamil Salmi. 



IIT System 
• Set up after Independence on MIT model (IIT Kg 

1951) as autonomous universities 
• IIT: ‘India’s future in the making’ (Nehru 1956) 
• Institutes of National Importance 
• 5 old IITs Mentored and supported by UK, USA, 

Germany and USSR institutions. 
• Rapid expansion of system in last decade: 23 

institutes in 2016 
• Highly selective: 10,000 b.tech. Intake; pool of 

applicants is 1,400,000  
 



Foreign Space? 
• Foreign, nice and modern! 
• ”Living the dream – IIT Delhi” 
 

 
 

• Signifying an arrival in a transnational 
upper middle class future life! 
 
 



Policy Entrepreneurs 

 
• Further education of engineering faculty 
• PhD education 
• Institutional Mentorship 
• Coordination of exams 
• Policy roll out – ‘wheel and spokes’ 
• Legitimacy and quality 



Development 

Time 



Development 
(Globalisation) 

Space 

Picture: Facebook 



MODI – GOOD DAYS (since 2014) 

• An IIT in each state! 
 

• IITs to adopt villages for high tech development 
 
• Government coaching system for girls to enter IIT 



Negotiating futures 

Foreign 
Futures 

Corporates Start ups 

Failure (Old India) 

New India 



Science is Universal. 
Technology must be local. 

 

IIT 

Global Knowledge Economy 

World Class Rural India  
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