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Beneath the quiet surface of the sea lived the youngest daughter of the Sea King, a mermaid whose voice was said to be clearer than the bell of the deepest cathedral. While her sisters were content with coral gardens and drifting currents, she longed to understand the world above the waves [1].
On the day she was permitted to rise to the surface, the little mermaid witnessed a great ship illuminated by lantern light and laughter. A sudden storm shattered the calm, and as the vessel broke apart, she rescued a young prince from the dark water.
Seeking a path to the human world, she turned to the Sea Witch, whose knowledge came at a terrible price. In exchange for her voice, the little mermaid was granted legs, though each step on land would feel like walking upon sharp blades [2].
[image: ]This tale illustrates themes of longing, sacrifice, and transformation, highlighting how identity and purpose can evolve through choice [3].






Figure 1. Caption describing the figure. Depictions of the little mermaid through time, from typical-of-time artwork, to the (rather disappointing) statue in Copenhagen and finally the modern Disney adaptation. 
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